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 Brooks Library is pleased to 
welcome our new associate dean, 
Sydney Thompson. Thompson comes 
to CWU from the North Carolina State 
University Libraries where she served as 
department head of access services and 
associate head of access and delivery 
services. Thompson has also served as 
delivery services librarian for the New 
York University division of libraries and 
at the NYU Bobst Library as interim 
interlibrary loan supervisor and library 
privileges supervisor. 

Former CWU Librarian Creates the Tullis Endowment 

 At CWU Thompson will assist with 
development of a long-term strategic 
plan, and facilitate library partnerships 
across campus, in the greater 
community, and at the university center 
libraries at CWU-Des Moines and CWU-
Lynnwood.  
 Thompson attended Big Bend 
Community College where she pursued 
a degree in aviation. She went on to 
obtain her bachelor and master of arts 
degrees in sociology at the University 
of Alaska, Anchorage and New School 
University, respectively. During her 
graduate studies Thompson worked 
various library jobs, advancing from 
stacks student assistant to circulation 
manager. This work experience piqued 
an interest in a librarianship career and 
she subsequently obtained her master 
of library sciences from Queens College. 
She states, “I’m happy my circuitous 
route through aviation and sociology 

 Through the generous trust 
established by Roy and Isabel Tullis, the 
CWU Libraries has enriched our digital 
collections this year with an exciting 
variety of new databases. In the 1940s, 
Mrs. Tullis worked as a librarian at the 
Central Washington College of Education 
and decided to give back to the 
institution where she had worked. 
The new databases include:
 • Historical Newspapers: U.S. 
West Collection - Provides access to 
newspapers published in the Western 
United States, including over 100 years of 
The San Francisco Examiner.
 • Hispanic American Newspapers, 
1808-1980 - Contains hundreds of 
searchable digitized newspapers 

published by Hispanics. Newspapers are 
in English, Spanish, or bilingual.
 • Race Relations in America - 
Documents three pivotal decades in 
the fight for civil rights, and contains 
speeches, reports, surveys and analyses 
produced by the Race Relations 
Department of Fisk University, including 
Charles S. Johnson, Dr. Martin Luther 
King, Jr., and Thurgood Marshall.
 • Climate Science and 
Sustainability: Global Origins of Modern 
Environmentalism - A digitized collection 
of primary source documents related to 
climate science from 1957-1995. 
 These resources are available to 
all current CWU students, faculty, and 
staff to access in the library, or from 

ultimately led me to librarianship. Now 
I welcome the opportunity to continue 
my professional growth as the associate 
dean at CWU Libraries, and look forward 
to contributing to the leadership of an 
academic library at a public university, 
engaging with campus partners to help 
inform vision and strategic priorities.” 
 Thompson’s rich catalog of 
scholarship demonstrates her 
commitment to equitable access to 
resources. She has presented her work at 
national and international conferences. 
Her publications include “Data Informed 
Open Education Advocacy: A New 
Approach to Saving Students Money 
and Backache” in the Journal of Access 
Services and as chapter co-author of 
“Creating Global Delivery Strategy: 
Services, Systems and Practices” in 
The Future of U.S. Libraries Abroad: 
Creating Vision and Strategy for Building 
International Campus Libraries.

any location using their CWU account.  
Community members are welcome to 
use these resources in the Brooks Library 
at the first-floor public access computers. 
 In total, the Tullis’ bequeathed almost 
$400,000 to Brooks Library, and we 
receive approximately $5,900 of income 
per year. We are thankful for funding like 
the Tullis endowment, which helps us 
continue to provide the quality resources 
our students and faculty need.

Thompson to take Associate Dean Reins at Brooks Library



 
 Happy New Year!
 Winter Quarter is in full swing at 
CWU Libraries.  My first year has flown 
by, and we are welcoming the Libraries’ 
new Associate Dean Sydney Thompson.  
We continue to refresh spaces and add 
resources.  
 I’d like to encourage you to read 

 For a guy who can’t speak Chinese 
beyond a few basic phrases, I’ve 
sure been fortunate in adding China 
experiences to my resume. No doubt 
being married to Yuanxia Liu, CWU’s sole 
Chinese language instructor, helps. I’ve 
traveled in China numerous times and, in 
2013, taught English at Guangxi Normal 
University for a semester. I have hosted 
numerous Chinese visiting scholars 
over the years, and I’m the advisor for 
CWU’s Chinese Students and Scholars 
Association. During 2019, I managed 
CWU’s “Big Read” programming which 
focused on the Chinese novel To Live by 
Yu Hua.

 In 2018, CWU and Lanzhou 
University of Finance and Economics 
(LUFE) signed a memorandum by which 
each university agreed to “…cooperation 
between the parties in such activities 
as joint research, lectures, symposia 
and country visits for students and 

The Dean’s Corner
about how you can directly contribute 
to our efforts to support our students, 
faculty, and community on the Libraries’ 
new giving page at cwu.edu/p/library/
giving.
 While we are still hard at work on 
our strategic plan, one sneak preview I 
can provide is that an important feature 
will be lowering materials costs for our 
students via Open Education Resources 
and textbook reserves.  
 I hope to see you at the Browse and 
Brews fundraiser on May 9 —we provide 
the browsing, Iron Horse Brewery will 
provide the brews.  There will be trivia 
games, book discussions, and a few 
surprises. Please save the date and join 
us.

- Rebecca L. Lubas
                                    Dean of Libraries 

FEBRUARY

    Blind Date with a Book01-29   
Panel Discussion: Editing, 
Publishing, and Other Professional 
Opportunities Related to Writing

04

Journal of Math Circles Reception10     

12 Coffee with the Cops 

NOVEMBER

Jazz and Crafts

18

Popcorn Bar &
Finals Week Playlist

19

Paws & Relax15

Waffle Night at Brooks Library!17

For more information visit:
lib.cwu.edu/events-calendar
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Lion Rock Visiting Writers Series:
Elissa Washuta

Pizza with the Friends of the 
Library

Upcoming Events

MARCH

Census 2020 Infromation Session

03

10

16

03

Stella Moreno Collection 
Dedication/ Poetry Reading

Travel Notes by Librarian Gerard Hogan

faculty…” This relationship with LUFE 
was cultivated by CWU Library Professor 
Ping Fu who has been very successful in 
establishing such exchange agreements.
 In the spring of 2019, I was 
contacted by officials at LUFE inquiring 
if I’d be interested in being a visiting 
scholar/librarian. Through Professor 
Fu, the librarians at LUFE were aware 
of the Chinese poetry, literature, and 
cultural programming I’d arranged 
at CWU. I was very interested in, and 
honored by, LUFE’s proposal. They 
agreed to fund my transportation as 
well as my accommodation and living 
expenses during my three-week stay 
in Lanzhou. During my November 5-26 
visit I taught several library instruction 
sessions to graduate students, met 
with various faculty and student 
groups, and participated in library- and 
culture-related extracurricular activities, 
including an evening of student readings 
and discussions of Yu Hua’s To Live.

 With a population of more than 
three million, Lanzhou is the capital and 
largest city of Gansu Province, along the 
Yellow River, in northwest China. It was 
an important stop along the historic 
Silk Road trade route. Towards the end 
of my stay I had free days during which 
I ventured farther west on a 13-hour 
overnight train to Dunhuang, a jumping-
off point for my exploration of a number 
of amazing geologic and archaeological 
sites, including the Mogao Caves, a 
UNESCO World Heritage site featuring 
hundreds of Buddhist temples in a 
system of caves dating back to before 
400 A.D.

https://www.cwu.edu/p/library/giving
http://www.lib.cwu.edu/events-calendar
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 The Friends of the Brooks Library thanks everyone who supported our annual 
book sale last fall. Your purchases totaled over $1500, which is a new record! These 
proceeds directly fund an array of library activities. You can continue supporting the 
book sale by donating books throughout the year, dropping them off at the library’s 
circulation counter. We accept a wide array of popular fiction and nonfiction, in 
particular more children’s books and young adult literature. 
 Activities supported by the book sale include the quarterly finals week pizza feed 
and the book distribution in conjunction with the Lion Rock Visiting Writers Series. 
CWU students who plan to present their research at SOURCE this year should also 
keep an eye out for a new award for best use of library resources, sponsored by the 
Friends. 
 Members of the Ellensburg community interested in learning more about the 
Friends of the Brooks Library can contact Maureen Rust, Library Liaison, at 509-963-
2102, email brooksfol@cwu.edu, or visit our website brooksfol.org/. We’d love to chat 
about how you can get involved or support our activities.

 Our friend and colleague, Carol 
Peterson, has retired following a 32-
year tenure at Brooks Library. Over 
the years Peterson served in several 
different capacities, including preserving 
resources and records management. 
Peterson started in the circulation 
department providing direct public 
service. From there she moved on to the 
media circulation department, serials, 
interlibrary loans, and digital initiatives.
 Peterson’s career began in the card 
catalog era of libraries. As the library 
upgraded to various electronic vendor 
systems, Peterson was involved with the 
migration of over 2,000 active periodical 
records from paper format to digital. In 
interlibrary loans she assisted with the 
transition from hand written or typed 
records to the electronic management 
system. With backup by the systems 
department, Peterson implemented 
and then managed the local system 
customizations, upgrades and web 
pages. Most recently Peterson’s focus 
has been supervision of digitizing library 

and university archival materials for 
uploading to the institutional repository.
 Peterson’s favorite thing about 
working at Brooks Library has been the 
access to ideas and information through 
her work with colleagues and library 
and campus resources. “It’s just been 
so interesting and so educational,” she 
said. “In all my work, I depended upon 
the contributions and skills of student 
employees. I’ve found them to be a 
hidden gem, an amazing resource who 
add a great deal to the success of the 
library.”
 Peterson plans to spend some of 
her free days 
organizing and 
preserving family 
history, and 
spending more 
time with family, 
including travel.  
We wish her the 
very best in her 
new adventures.
 

Summer Student Internship 
Experience 

 As part of the capstone for 
completing the Library and Information 
Science minor at CWU, students 
participate in a quarter-long internship 
experience. Jennifer Rosario completed 
her internship in the summer of 2019 
and this article shares some of her first-
hand experiences in this position.
 Internships are important for gaining 
first-hand job experience and applying 
what you’ve learned in school. I had the 
pleasure of interning at the Wenatchee 
Valley Museum & Cultural Center in 
Wenatchee, Washington. While it only 
lasted three months, I gained a lot of 
knowledge through the experience.
 I started my internship in June 2019 
as the “Offsite Collections Processing and 
Visitor Services Intern.”  Work for me took 
place in the basement, offsite storage 
known as Lineage, and at the front 
desk. My biggest responsibility included 
processing deaccessioned collections 
items located at the offsite storage, 
which also involved inventorying them 
and photographing said items into the 
museum’s system. I also spent time 
directing guests to exhibits, answering 
phones, directing calls, taking messages, 
and managing sales for admission, ticket, 
and the gift shop sales. 
 As I reflect now, I feel that some 
of my responsibilities were relevant to 
what I learned from my previous courses 
in library and information science 
(LIS).  One of which was from my Intro 
to Archives (LIS 412) class where we 
learned about digital records. I had to 
work a lot with digital records and I’m 
glad that we went through the three 
characteristics of a record in class. I used 
this more specifically when the curator of 
collections asked me to input “content” 
on deaccessioned items. I knew that 
content meant information such as text 
and images.
 My internship ended in September 
2019 and I can honestly say it was 
pretty fun. My favorite part was the 
deaccession of items because I could 
learn their “back-story” and how they 
got to the museum. One unique item 
that I stumbled upon was a tambourine 
from Egypt that was made from a human 
scalp! The internship has made me grow 
as a person and I definitely know that the 
experience I gained will be useful for my 
future.                                  
                                               - Jennifer Rosario

Friends of the Brooks Library

Carol Peterson Retires After 32 Years
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