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Fiftieth Anniversary of Construction of the Brooks Library Building
 This year marks the 50th anniversary 
of the beginning of the Library 
Instructional Complex construction, 
which was eventually completed in 1975. 
The library building was later renamed 
the James E. Brooks Library in 2003. 
 Before the current library building, 
the university library resided initially 
in Barge Hall (when CWU was founded 
as Washington State Normal School in 
1891), Smyser Hall, and Bouillon Hall. 
Bouillon was constructed in 1961 with 
the vision that it would meet the needs 
of students and the college for many 
years. But by 1965, the growing student 
population and programs and degrees 
offered required a new, larger building 
for the library.  
 In addition to a new library building, 
a new instructional classroom building 
was also constructed next to the library 
that is now called Farrell Hall. It was 
envisioned that an interior pedestrian 
walkway would link the two buildings, 
but this never happened. Both buildings 
were designed by the Seattle-based 
architectural firm Ibsen, Nelsen and 
Associates.  
 Drawings and building specifications 
were originally sent out for bids in 
August 1972. The original budget for 
the new building was $4.89 million and 
bids came back at $1.5 million over 
the budget. The architectural firm then 
adjusted the plans to accommodate 
the original budget.  The lowest bid 
was accepted in January 1973 and 
construction began in spring. The new 
building was funded by appropriations 
through the state legislature originally 
provided in 1968 and extended until 
construction could begin. 

The new library building was completed 
during the 1974-1975 school year and 
moved into during the summer of 1975. 
The first floor of the new building housed 
periodicals and newspapers, the second 
floor contained other reading materials 
and typing rooms. More stacks of books, 
reading rooms, and a smoking lounge 
comprised the third floor. The fourth floor 
housed a music listening area.   
 For further information on 
architecture and design of the Brooks 
Library building, see the thesis “Building 
a History: Evaluation of Central 

Washington University Campus Buildings 
to Determine Eligibility for Listing on 
the National Register of Historic Places” 
(2015) by Lauren M. Walton, available at 
digitalcommons.cwu.edu/etd/148/.

Article from the Campus Crier,  Jan. 10, 1972

Library 1980Library Construction 1973

Library 1975

https://digitalcommons.cwu.edu/etd/148/


 Wishing you a warm and cozy winter 
quarter from CWU Libraries. We kicked 
things off with a busy fall quarter and are 
now looking forward to settling into the 
academic year.  
 Last quarter, we welcomed two new 
graduate assistants, whom you met in 
the fall newsletter, and four new staff 
members, highlighted in this newsletter. 
We are also recruiting a Student Success 
Librarian and are excited to be filling 
some important roles at the Libraries.  
 We have another excellent slate of 
events this quarter, including the Provost 
Presents Lecture Series with Dr. Tanjian 
Liang, associate professor of Sport and 
Movement Studies, where he’ll discuss 
his most recent research, This Teacher 
Cares for Us. We’ll also have our Study 
& Chill finals week events with lots of 

Dean’s Corner

sustenance, Coffee with the Cops, the 
popular pups of Paws & Relax, and more.  

Thank you for reading!  
-Sydney Thompson, 

Interim Dean of Libraries
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Upcoming Events
February
02 Provost Presents Lecture Series:
Dr. Tanjian Liang
7 P.M .

Brooks Library, 2nd Floor Student Commons
15 Expression Night
5:30 P.M. - 7 P.M.

Brooks Library, 1st Floor Learning Commons 
21 Cultural Conversations
6 - 7:30 P.M.

Hall Holmes Community Center & Online
23 International Cafe
Noon - 1 P.M.

SURC 137 A/B
24 Research Smartz - Misinformation 
and Malarkey
Noon - 1 P.M.

Online
28 Research Smartz - Making OneSearch 
Work for You
Noon - 1 P.M.

Online
March
06 Lion Rock Visiting Writers Series:
Taylor Brorby - Author Craft Talk 
3 -  4 P.M.

Brooks Library, 2nd Floor Student Commons
09 Coffee with the Cops
7 - 9 P.M.

Brooks Library, 2nd Floor Fishbowl
12 Paws & Relax
3 - 5 P.M.

Brooks Library, 4th Floor
13 Music & Crafts
5 - 7 P.M.

Brooks Library, 4th Floor
14 Study Break Fuel
7 - 8 P.M.

Brooks Library, 2nd Floor Fishbowl
15  Friends of the Brooks Library 
Pizza Feed
6 P.M. - While supplies last.

Brooks Library, 2nd Floor Fishbowl
16  Cozy Corner
10 A.M. - 4 P.M.

Brooks Library, 2nd Floor Student Commons

 For more information visit:
 cwu.libcal.com/calendar/events 

Carolin Bigwood, Archives & Special 
Collections Technician 
 Carolin became a full-time staff 
member after her recent graduation 
from CWU with a B.A. in Elementary 
Education and a minor in Library and 
Information Science. Carolin was a library 
student worker for three years during her 
studies. In her new position in Archives, 
she’s excited to learn more about the 
history of the campus and the lives of 
people who have shaped the university. 
An avid reader in her spare time, some 
of Carolin’s favorite books include The 
Night Circus by Erin Morgenstern, 
Jurassic Park by Michael Crichton, and 
any Greek mythology retelling. 

Rose Hawkins, Access Services 
Resource Sharing Technician 
 Another recent CWU graduate, with 
a B.A. in Art, Rose came to the libraries 
last fall. She was reluctant to leave 
behind CWU after graduation due to the 
community she found here during her 
studies. Her favorite part of her job is that 
her main focus is helping people get the 
resources they need to be academically 
successful. She loves being able to see 
exactly when and where her work helps 
others. Her favorite book is House of 
Leaves by Mark Z. Danielewski, and when 
she’s not at work she’s spending time 
creating digital art. 

CWU Libraries Welcomes New Staff

Eris Katonic, Access Services 
Technology Lending Technician 
 Eris is a recent transplant from 
Lansing, Michigan, where she worked 
for the Michigan Library and Historical 
Center as a Braille Transcriber and 
Office Assistant. With an educational 
background in computer support and 
repair, Eris brings her knowledge and 
skills to the libraries’ technology lending 
program. One of her first projects has 
been setting up the equipment recently 
purchased for the new fourth floor music 
space. Eris’s hobbies include reading, 
motorcycles, movies, and video games. 

Venessa Vincent, Access Services 
student supervisor 
 Venessa came to us from Ellensburg 
Public Library where she worked as a 
Circulation Assistant for two years. Her 
professional history also includes work in 
the healthcare industry and in disability 
support services. As our new Student 
Supervisor, she’s enjoying getting to 
know our student employees and other 
libraries staff, and finding satisfaction 
in “the Jenga/Tetris puzzle that is 
scheduling” students at the service desk. 
In her off time, she’s likely to be found 
singing, reading, or dreaming about her 
next travel destination. 

 

Come say hello to Venessa, Eris, and 
Rose at the first floor Service Desk and to 
Carolin in the second floor Archives!

https://cwu.libcal.com/calendar/events?cid=12947&t=d&d=0000-00-00&cal=12947&inc=0
https://cwu.libcal.com/event/9873746
https://cwu.libcal.com/event/9873746
https://cwu.libcal.com/event/9873746
https://cwu.libcal.com/event/10076961
https://cwu.libcal.com/event/10076965
https://cwu.libcal.com/event/9873755
https://cwu.libcal.com/event/9954618
https://cwu.libcal.com/event/9954635
http://cwu.libcal.com/calendar/events
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 CWU Libraries recognizes the CWU 
Learning Commons as our most active 
service-learning partner; together we 
support similar goals in our specialized 
areas of expertise.  Through integrated 
services, shared learning spaces, and 
collaborative programming, we both 
support academic research and writing.   
 In a recent interview, Julia James, 
Director of the Learning Commons, 
discussed the various services they 
provide.  

Tell us about the Learning Commons: 
 “The Learning Commons is the CWU 
learning support and tutoring center 
which includes the University Math 
Center, the University Writing Center, 
Wildcat Academic Mentoring (WAM), 
and Peer-Assisted Learning (PALs). Every 
student is welcome and valued at the 
Learning Commons.  We are committed 
to upholding our values of Equity, 
Curiosity, Respect, Accountability, and 
Empathy for All.” 

What does the Writing Center 
provide?  
 “It provides support for all CWU 
students looking to improve their 
communication skills through writing. 
Writing tutors give constructive feedback 
on drafts, brainstorm ideas, and share 
resources for the researching and writing 
process. Many of our patrons come from 
traditionally writing-focused courses 
in the arts and humanities, but we 
also serve students from the broader 
CWU community, including students in 

Meet CWU Libraries Partners: The Learning Commons 
STEM, administrative management, and 
information technology. Students may 
bring ANY writing project to the Writing 
Center.”  

What does the University Math Center 
provide? 
 “The Math Center works with 
students from all 100-level math and 
quantitative reasoning courses, as well 
as many higher-level courses from math, 
physics, and computer science. Trained 
math tutors seek to engage students 
in a friendly and relaxed manner to 
reduce math anxiety and make learning 
math more fun. We most often find that 
students appreciate being able to take 
one of our big whiteboard-topped tables 
and study for a few hours with tutors just 
a few steps away.” 

When are the Writing Center and the 
Math Center available? 
 “We are available for appointments, 
both online and in person, and drop-
ins. We also provide screencasts, where 
students can upload papers or projects 
to our Retain application for tutors to 
give asynchronous feedback.” 

What are the Learning Commons’  
WAM and PALs? 
 “Wildcat Academic Mentoring 
(WAM) is our Academic Mentoring 
program.  Mentors have a trauma-
informed approach to holistic student 
support. Weekly WAM meetings support 
students in identifying academic growth 
goals by providing tips and resources 

 -Dan Herman
Friends of the Brooks Library Secretary 

for time management, motivation, 
note-taking strategies, test preparation, 
and study skills. WAM holds space 
for emotional wellness and self-care, 
recognizing that they are integral 
components of the academic journey. 
Mentors are available by appointment.” 
 “PALs, or Peer-Assisted Learning, 
is a fun group-tutoring experience. 
These groups offer support for music, 
languages, math, physics, chemistry, 
grammar, and more! PALs group leaders 
are trained tutors who facilitate weekly 
sessions where students can bring 
questions, take practice tests, learn 
new study skills and strategies, and 
collaborate with classmates.”  

What other benefits to students, 
online and in person, does the 
Learning Commons provide? 
 “Students are people first, and we 
want them to thrive both academically 
and personally. We support their 
personal well-being with mentors 
trained in trauma-informed care and 
with compassionate, friendly tutors 
trained to de-escalate writing and math 
anxiety. Our tutors have the experience 
and knowledge needed to help students 
excel in their coursework, and we have 
a blend of remote and in-person tutors. 
We also partner with the Northwest 
eTutoring Consortium, a fully remote 
subject-specific tutoring service available 
to all CWU students, on-campus or off.”   
 Visit the Learning Commons at 
Brooks Library or online at: cwu.edu/
learning-commons/

Meet CWU Libraries Partners: The CWU Wildcat Pantry 
 The CWU Wildcat Pantry continues 
to thrive and expand student access 
to food on campus as they enter their 
second year at their location on the first 
floor of the library. The pantry, which 
opened in their new space in the fall of 
2021, is staffed by student volunteers 
from the campus chapter of PUSH—
Presidents United to Stop Hunger. Over 
the past year, the pantry has had great 
success connecting students to free food 
and other resources. They have hosted 
several clothing drives for the CWU 
Career Services Professional Clothing 
Closet and for new and lightly used 
winter coats and warm weather clothes.  

In the fall quarter, the Pantry received 
700 visits, distributed 5,600 items, and 
received 750 pounds in donated items, 
according to the Fall ’22 PUSH impact 
report.  
 PUSH also helped train staff and 
faculty volunteers to ensure that the 
Pantry stays open and available during 
breaks. In addition to donations of shelf 
stable items, the Pantry works with 
campus partners such as CWU Dining 
Services and the CWU Farm to reduce 
food waste and get fresh food and 
produce to those who need it. PUSH 
also works to supply hygiene and basic 
household items, and is in the process 

of diversifying the food options to 
accommodate dietary and cultural food 
needs. PUSH recently hired student 
staff to act as peer ambassadors to help 
students apply for SNAP and utility 
reduction assistance. The Wildcat Pantry 
winter quarter hours are: 
 • Monday: 1- 4 p.m. 
 • Tuesday: 10 a.m. - 3 p.m. 
 • Wednesday: 10 a.m.-5 p.m., 6-8 p.m. 
 • Friday: 1- 4 p.m. 
 For more information, email 
wildcatpantry@cwu.edu or contact 
the Wildcat Pantry Coordinator, Jaeda 
Nelson, at jaeda.nelson@cwu.edu or 
509-963-1856. 

https://www.cwu.edu/learning-commons/
https://www.cwu.edu/learning-commons/
https://www.cwu.edu/push/
https://www.canva.com/design/DAFUmBBrYcQ/VwGmHn4lgJqzj8pjRhf6vg/view?utm_content=DAFUmBBrYcQ
https://www.canva.com/design/DAFUmBBrYcQ/VwGmHn4lgJqzj8pjRhf6vg/view?utm_content=DAFUmBBrYcQ
mailto:wildcatpantry%40cwu.edu?subject=
mailto:jaeda.nelson%40cwu.edu?subject=


CWU is an EEO/AA/Title IX Institution. For accommodation e-mail DS@cwu.edu.

Book cover: Aristotle and 
Dante  Discover the Secrets of the 

Universe  

 For the last quarter of my college 
degree at CWU, I had the opportunity to 
intern with the Puget Sound Regional 
Branch of the Washington State Archives. 
This internship was in fulfillment of 
the last requirement of my minor in 
Library and Information Science (offered 
through CWU Libraries), a field I hope to 
pursue further in the future. 
 Working in the archives was an 
incredibly rewarding experience, not 
only because of the work they’re doing, 
but because of how it connected my 
coursework to real life.  
 For the past few years, I’ve been 
learning about concepts such as library 
management and record retention 
schedules. The coursework I completed 
on these topics was often interesting, 
but hard to apply to anything I knew 
in the real world. I have volunteered in 
information science positions before, 
but this was the first time I was getting a 
“behind the scenes” look at the thought 
that goes into managing them. I am 

Practical Experience Reinforces Library Science Coursework
out as much practical experience as 
you can. Classwork can supplement 
experience, but it can never fully replace 
it. I am continuing to volunteer with the 
archives, and will be looking for more 
positions where I can continue to learn in 
the future.  
 Kathleen Singleton is a 2022 
graduate of CWU and an alum of 
the Library and Information Science 
Program. This internship was completed 
as part of Kathleen’s final coursework in 
the program.
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Friends of the Brooks Library
        We are excited to report that the 
annual book sale organized by the 
Friends of the Brooks Library during 
the first week of November was a big 
success!  The three-day event held in 
the lobby of the Brooks Library brought 
in record receipts of $2449.15, a nearly 
8% increase from the record sales the 
previous year.  We hope this is a sign that 
the increased interest in reading that 
developed during the pandemic is here 
to stay. 
       All income from the book sale is used 
to support library activities that directly 
benefit students, such as pizza night 
during finals week and the reSOURCE 
awards that recognize exemplary use 
of library resources by students who 
present at SOURCE. 
       The book sale is made possible by 
the generous donation of books and 
the work of many volunteers to sort 
through the books.  If you would like to 
donate books, please contact Dr. Bob 
Hickey at onlinegeographer@gmail.com 
or Carol Brooks Findley at findley.carol@
gmail.com for information.  We accept 

all types of books: fiction and nonfiction, 
paperback and hardbound; pictures or 
no pictures! 
      The Friends of the Brooks Library 
also provides continuing support for 
book acquisitions, including the rotating 
selecting of current popular books.   
This year, we are also supporting the 
acquisition of books about the Pacific 
Northwest.

Contributors: Elizabeth Brown, Andreina Delgado, Brenda Gardner, Elizabeth Kuykendall, Daniel Levy, Andy Piacek, 
Julia Stringfellow, Maureen Rust, Sydney Thompson, Lauren Wittek

Print and online subscriptions to the newsletter are available by registering at lib.cwu.edu/newsletter. 

Book Sale  

grateful to my supervisors, who took 
the time to explain not only how they 
ended up in the place they are today, 
but also their reasoning behind everyday 
decisions they made regarding the 
records. 
 One of the first projects I was 
assigned to was processing photographs 
taken in the 1970s—moving them from 
binders to folders, as well as creating a 
finding aid. It was surprising to see how 
much humor was in those pictures—
Halloween costume parties and field trips 
alike were filed next to board meetings 
and construction sites in progress.  
 Working in the archives showed 
me how much life our records contain, 
and emphasized the reason they exist: 
to bring knowledge of the past to the 
present day. This was another thing that I 
had known in theory, but not in the way 
that someone 50 years ago, smiling for 
the camera, can make real. 
 My advice for other library and 
information science students is to seek 

Fall Finals Week Photos

Paws & Relax  

Music & Crafts  

Waffle Night  

Kathleen Singleton  

mailto:DS@cwu.edu
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mailto:archive%40cwu.edu.%20?subject=
http://www.brooksfol.org/
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